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Since last quarter, FIDA-U has continued to strive
towards achieving increased access to justice for
women and girls in Uganda. One of the key
developments made during the quarter was our
heightened engagement with vulnerable communities
such as children and people with disabilities. 

Women with disabilities and girl children are examples
of women who face discrimination on various grounds,
including gender and exist within multiple marginalized
communities at once,  requiring specialized means of
engagement to enable access to justice. FIDA-U is also
working on upholding the rights of children which is
highlighted in the section summarizing the dialogues,
trainings and mobile legal aid clinics hosted by FIDA-U
and partners to commemorate The Day of the African
Child.

It is important to note that none of the successes in
this newsletter would have been achieved without
tireless efforts on the part of our members and the
support from our stakeholders and donors who
continue to fuel our legal experts to meet necessary
targets. 

WARM GREETINGS
TO OUR MEMBERS,
STAKEHOLDERS &

DONORS 
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This quarter FIDA-U
continued in its mission to
enhance access to justice to
marginalized groups such as
women and children in rural
areas. Upon further analysis it
seems family law and
disputes relating to children
and land are among the most
commonly reported issues
among clients for the quarter.
We should recognize the
gendered dimension of these
themes which suggests that
GBV is at the root of many of
these issues which commonly
surround spouses and family.

Domestic Violence also
continues within households
and reports have remained
high throughout the quarter.
We can use this knowledge to
reflect on how to bring
awareness to the cycle of
abuse and support victims in
need of legal advice or
additional resources. In total,
2150 cases were concluded
via mediation, while 448 were
successfully handled in court.
Furthermore, legal advice was
dispensed to 1204 clients and
ADR/Elder mediations aided
in the conclusion of 652
disputes.

QUARTERLY CASE STATISTICS
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4424 
Women received legal aid 

6874
Recipients of legal aid 

448 
Cases successfully concluded in court 

67%
of clients served were women



Mothers who come to FIDA-U often report issues relating to the custody
of their children as fathers and extended family members are quick to
judge and discriminate against a woman's ability to care for her child if
she is poor or unmarried. Many women have had their children
kidnapped from them by resentful spouses who not only undermine
their parenting but seek to control their movements and lives by limiting
or inhibiting access to the child. On May 24th 2022, a woman and mother
named Stella Nagawa arrived at one of FIDA-U’s legal aid clinics to seek
aid and support in retrieving her 1 year old son.
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SUCCESS STORY OF THE QUARTER

Our client (Stella Nagawa) after reuniting with her son and her advocate
(Agnes Dhatemwa) who facilitated communications with the child's father,

leading to his return. 

Prior to the kidnapping of the child Stella was not receiving any form of
child support from the father of her son and was raising him on her own. 



Once the father had taken the child, he disappeared and Stella was not
able to locate her son for three months. The agony and fear she was
feeling is known to many women across Uganda who struggle daily and
in courts to maintain their presence in their children's lives.

Upon hearing Stella’s complaint FIDA-U staff jumped in action by
requesting that the child's father attend a mediation with the mother in
order to discuss the future of the child and restore Stella’s rights as a
mother. A letter was written to request for his attendance to discuss
the matter. According to the client, upon receiving the letter he made
the decision to return Stella’s child to her before the mediation had
even taken place. After returning Stella’s child, the father also took it
upon himself to begin providing welfare to support Stella and her son.
Stella was very grateful to have her son in her arms again and thanked
FIDA-U for intervening. 

Stories like Stella’s highlight how having trained legal actors in the
community contributes to a culture of accountability, as Stella’s
husband was already willing to hand over the child prior to mediation,
likely due to the perceived influence legal actors may possess within
the community. Stella was extremely grateful to FIDA-U for intervening
in the matter and helping to reunite her with her son and we are also
very grateful to have had a swift and fortunate outcome for our client. 
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FIDA-U is grateful to serve a demography of clients that is highly intersectional, as
their gender is rarely the only factor inhibiting their ability to access justice in
their respective regions. A project which functions to expose the difficulties of
mitigating access to justice for intersectional communities is the "Disability
Inclusive GBV Initiative" which we have taken on as a means of assessing and
enhancing access to justice for women and girls with disabilities. Steps taken
while implementing include reviewing internal policies for other organizations
relating to people with disabilities, strategic litigation, lobbying for disability
friendly construction at state institutions and promoting the translation of legal
documents to braille. 

This quarter FIDA-U has been engaged in a number of activities aimed at
mitigating barriers to justice experienced by people with disabilities. From the
20th - 24th of June a 4 day long Legal aid clinic was hosted at Nakawa division
Kampala. Twelve persons with disabilities (6 men and 6 women) participated in
the clinic during which FIDA-U staff sensitised them on relevant issues such as
disability rights and how to advocate for their rights and for the rights of children
with disabilities. The chairperson of persons with disabilities in Kampala was also
in attendance, in addition to a founding member of NUDIPU and mothers of
children with disabilities. Child negligence and dismissive attitudes towards
women and children with disabilities were expressed as significant barriers to the
ability of women and children with disabilities to access justice. Another
significant hindrance, not only to the ability of disabled individuals to access
justice but which affects their daily life is the lack of physical infrastructure to
accommodate for the movement and education of disabled people.

On June 13th 2022 FIDA-U was invited by Albinism Umbrella, who are one of our
partners to participate in a legal aid clinic in Lira city as they commemorate
International Awareness on Albinism day. The event was attended by
representatives of the Ministry of Gender Labor and Social Development,
members of the Uganda Human Rights Commission and Hon Hellen Grace
Asamo, State Minister for Disability Rights who launched the National Action Plan
for Persons with Albinism. A radio talk show was also attended by FIDA-U Lwengo
representatives on June 10th 2022. 
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PROMOTING SOCIO-ECONOMIC
RIGHTS AND JUSTICE FOR WOMEN
RAISING AWARENESS ON DISABILITY RIGHTS

FIDA-U LWENGO
representatives speaking on
radio about the susceptibility
of people with disabilities to
marginalization. 
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CELEBRATING THE DAY OF THE AFRICAN CHILD

Across our field offices, FIDA-U commemorated The Day of The African Child through
hosting meetings and discussions with youth in their district on topics such as teen
pregnancy, education and child rights in Uganda. FIDA-U Kamuli was one of our
participating branches and chose to host a joint lobbying meeting with trail blazers
such as SHE LEADS initiative in Kagulu sub county, with the theme “education cannot
wait but marriage can”.  FIDA-U Arua participated by conducting a radio talk show on
Radio Pacis to discuss steps taken towards eliminating harmful practices against
children. FIDA-U Kamuli also took part via a collaboration with SHE LEADS which
consisted of representatives from both organizations conducting a monitoring visit
to Bugeywa secondary school in Butansi sub-county. 

FIDA-U and partners hosted a dialogue with 35 students at the school (10 boys, and
25 girls) who raised their concerns through a poem and addressed challenges they
face as school children from rape and other forms of physical abuse to
emotional/psychological abuse, bullying and harassment. FIDA-U Lwengo
participated in The Day of the African Child by attending an event organized by
Cotton On Foundation at Bunjako Primary School.
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CREATING AWARENESS AROUND
GBV AND ITS IMPACT ON WOMEN

FIDA U staff receiving a Certificate of Appreciation from Luwero District Local Government
for serving and protecting the children of Luwero on The Day of The African Child



"How can we make the
legal process easier for

women victims of
GBV?"

On July 8th 2022, Elizabeth Kemigisha and FIDA-U's advocacy manager attended
a meeting with the Director of Public Prosecution, Samali Wokholi, to discuss the
development of mechanisms aimed at enhancing witness and victim support
when dealing with SGBV cases. FIDA-U also discussed how our representatives
can strengthen their role when watching brief of SGBV cases. The Director of
Public Prosecutions was receptive to FIDA’s suggestions and we look forward to
future consultations on how we can make the legal process easier for women
victims of GBV. It is important for FIDA-U to continue reaching out to state bodies
such as the office of the Director of Public Prosecutions as a means of ensuring
that those in power are able to yield it in the best interest of the public. We
applaud all of our members who are willing to bridge these gaps and form
important connections. 
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GENDER-RESPONSIVE
GOVERNANCE AND WOMEN’S
PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC LIFE

ADVOCACY TO PREVENT AND ADDRESS GBV



The National Gender Forum which formally commenced on April 13th at the Golden
Tulip Hotel in Kampala brought together representatives from various women's
rights initiatives and experts in women and human rights law. Participants included
groups like NUWODU and LANDNET in addition to representatives of district
women’s councils, resident judges and academics in the areas of GBV and women's
rights. The agenda guiding the panel discussions held at the forum was the
elimination of all forms of systemic inequality, marginalization, exploitation and
discrimination against women engaged in land and property ownership in addition
to reopening a discussion around the Marriage and Divorce Bill. 

FIDA-U CO-HOSTS THE NATIONAL GENDER FORUM
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GENDER-RESPONSIVE
GOVERNANCE AND WOMEN’S
PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC LIFE



We are excited to announce that FIDA-U's
own Brenda Akia has been elected to serve
as the first Ugandan woman on the United
Nations Committee on Elimination of all
forms of Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW). Brenda received 139 votes which
was the second highest among 23
candidates.  We wish Brenda all the best in
her endeavours in addressing
discrimination against women. 

BRENDA AKIA TO SERVE ON CEDAW
COMMITTEE FOLLOWING LANDSLIDE
ELECTION VICTORY!

CONGRATULATIONS BRENDA!

12

DANCE FOR YOUR MENTAL HEALTH 
As a part of mental health
awareness month, FIDA-U
decided to institute a program
enhancing both physical and
mental health called “Dance
for your mental health”. The
program was created with the
aim of providing a free of
charge work-out session, led
by a professional Zumba
instructor, which invites all
staff to dance their stress
away for a few hours, every
second Wednesday of the
month. The class is also filmed
so that staff members in other
districts can join in virtually. 

STAFF AND MEMBERS




